PRESS RELEASE
11th May 2009

CENTRAL VILLAGE ON SITE THIS SUMMER
Liverpool City Council planners have today approved two applications which will allow work to start on site at the £160m Central Village development.
Planning has been granted for a 455 space multi-storey car park, with ground floor retail space on land between Heathfield, Back Bold Street and Renshaw Street and for modifications to the Copthorne Hotel, to provide 240 bedrooms, associated hotel facilities and ground floor retail space.  Millennium & Copthorne have entered into 20 year agreements to operate this Copthorne Hotel and the four-star Millennium Hotel at Central Village.
Asset development managers and co-owners Merepark were also able to confirm that international car park operator, QPARK, will lease the 455 space car park as part of a 35 year agreement.
Ian Jones, director of North West-based Merepark, said: “The approvals are the catalyst to start work on site.   We now have the green light to begin making Central Village a reality as the second phase of work will include construction of the multi-storey car park and relocation of the Network Rail Central Station Maintenance depot and workforce onto land below the car park.  
“The Network Rail depot relocation is significant because it frees up the remainder of the development site including the hotels and the boardwalk and work will commence this summer.”
Talking about the QPARKS car park Ian added: “Securing a deal with QPARKS is significant and sees the company expand its presence in the city.  More importantly it will provide much needed additional parking to support future and existing retailers, business and leisure operators in this part of the city centre.”
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The whole Central Village scheme will comprise two new hotels, an apart-hotel, retail and leisure units, cinema and offices combined with a stepped water race, timber boardwalk and public realm and will be directly linked to Central Station.  Merepark recently completed the redevelopment of 9-25 Bold Street to provide a gateway to the main Central Village site.
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