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£105m PLAN FOR iCONIC LEWIS’S BUILDING getS GREEN LIGHT
A plan to redevelop Liverpool’s historic Lewis’s building was today given the go ahead at a meeting of the city’s planning committee.

The new owners of the building, Merepark and Capital & Counties, are to carry out a £105million redevelopment of the iconic Grade II listed department store.

The plans have been sensitively designed to incorporate some of the building’s most historic features, including maintaining the store’s striking frontage, the famous “Liverpool Resurgent” statue by Sir Jacob Epstein and the 1950s tiled mural located in the former self service restaurant on the fifth floor.
Plans for the interior of the nine-storey, 420,000 sq. ft building include a new open pedestrian street which leads out onto a new public plaza and connects into the Central Village development and the Ropewalks district beyond. Overall, the scheme is expected to create 500-1000 new jobs, subject to the final tenant mix.
There will also be provision for a number of retail, food and drink outlets at ground, plaza and upper plaza levels, allowing for at least two large tenants with major street frontage. A music venue will be situated in the basement, with a large bar close-by on the lower ground level, both accessible from Renshaw Street.   On the upper floors there will be office space and a three-star boutique-styled hotel. 
The scheme will complement the heavily-retail led Liverpool One project, while also injecting renewed vigour into this area of the city.
Ian Jones, director at Merepark, said: “We recognise that the Lewis’s building is an iconic building within Liverpool.

“From the start this has very much been a conservation-led project and we have worked closely with English Heritage and Liverpool city council’s conservation officer to make sure our scheme preserves the unique character of Lewis’s.

“We appreciate the relationship we have been able to develop with Liverpool City Council during the development of the project.
“Since the acquisition of the building at the end of 2007, we have been committed to its constructive conservation and delivering a scheme which acknowledges the past and looks to the future as a sustainable development.

“Where possible we have retained as many key historic features as possible, such as the mosaic which will remain in situ and be incorporated into the building’s use. 
“This has been a conservation-led project and although part of the fifth floor will be redeveloped, the most historically important area is to be upgraded and made accessible to the public for the first time in twenty years.”
Internally, customers will recognise the main entrance staircases and fluted columns and many other original features as they are retained or given new use within the scheme.
The Festival of Britain Mosaic in the café will be retained within the hotel’s restaurant and plaster works from the ladies hair salon will be relocated to the building management suite.  
Original timber paneling from the Mersey Room will be integrated into the hotel’s conference facilities.
Internationally-renowned architects, RTKL, have designed the scheme, with inspiration taken from Epstein’s statue, Liverpool Resurgent.   
Merepark and Ballymore will begin work on the £110m first phase of the £160m Central Village development in coming months.

Considered one of the city’s largest regeneration schemes, it comprises a 25 and 20-storey mid-rise residential buildings. The project will include apartments and will be anchored by a four-star plus hotel and a ground and first floor leisure and retail offering will run along a new spectacular water feature.
CBRE and Savills have been appointed as the agents for the leisure aspects of the scheme.  CBRE will also be responsible for retail lettings.
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Notes to Editors
· Consultants working on the scheme to include: 

· Quantity surveyors – The Vinden Partnership

· Architect – RTKL UK Ltd

· Peter DeFigueiredo – Heritage consultant

· Drivers Jonas – Planning consultants

· JMP – Highways consultants

· Structural engineer – SWF Consulting

· M&E engineer – Hulley and Kirkwood

· CDM coordinator – David M Eagle Ltd

· The Watson Building, situated next to Lewis’s on Renshaw Street, was acquired by Central Regeneration Limited Partnership, a joint venture comprising Merepark and Irish developer Ballymore in November. A separate planning application for this building is expected to be submitted in March 2008.    

· Lewis’s went into administration in February last year, and was sold to Vergo Retail Limited as a going concern.   Speaking about Vergo Retail, the current tenant in the Lewis’s building, Ian Jones of Merepark commented: “Vergo Retail Ltd is our tenant and we are in discussions with them.”
· The Lewis's building is one of Liverpool's best known landmarks, rebuilt in neoclassical Portland stone after the Luftwaffe destroyed it in the 1941 Blitz.
· Merepark is a North West based developer whose high-profile schemes have included the Quadrangle development on Manchester’s Oxford Road, the Piccadilly Tower and Central Village, Liverpool. 
· Ballymore is one of Europe’s largest property development and investment companies. It is privately-owned with principle offices in Dublin and London. It currently has over 4.5m sq.m in development across Europe – the UK, Ireland, The Czech Republic, Germany and Slovakia.
· Capital & Counties is Liberty International’s UK non-shopping centre and international business, with £1.8 billion of investment properties. The company comprises retail and office properties in the UK and USA. In the UK, Capital & Counties specialises in the optimisation of value through creative and proactive asset management, imaginative refurbishment and redevelopment.
